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Legal and other Reaſons, (with all bumility) preſented to | 
His Moſt Excellent Majeſty, King Charles theSecond, - * 
and to both His Honorable Houſes of Parliament., 


| why the Subje&ts of England, ſhould not be Impriſoned 
| for Debt or Damages, or any thing thereunto rela-. 
Hng. 22 


 T- is evidently and undeniably plain ,. that (by -* 
oe. Sacdkens Comme Law bre Land) the - 

| es of any of the peopl land, could S 
not,at the Suteof any Subje&., be Arreſted, 

Impriſonned, or any of them Outlawed, for. *Y 

Debt or Damages, (or any thing thereunto re +» "Bf 

lating) as clearly appears, . not ' only | LE” 

"hel EY 


| ; Antient Laws, + y'the Authority) of 
. two great Sages of a Law , the Lord 
-|þ Juſtice Clin bis: "Third Report, fol. 11 & 12. and the Hg NE Re 
1 Els. 305. b, the which alſoby Magna Charta Chap. 29. (that great Ez *4 
poſitor of our Antient La (in —— the Antient Common - + 
Law. ( with great and circurſpe againſt and. 
not only (not. as. much as thought on | | h but, 7 
abhorred {in the leaſt) tobe praiſed, from thac- titueFan LR, time 
of the. bixth of that explanatory Law, (which hore, year © 
of the Reign of King Henry -q Thisd) until many Ages afier , ters. 
being variety of great, weighty, and pregnant pg. 4 Mrs; pelers 
vation of that greateſt, Liberty , and. Priviledge of the Fo 
freedome of their Perſons from Impriſoament). andas well & 
Laws before the Conqueſt ,} a5 the Laws until. che 
Charter, (and'threeſcore years after;) iwere, in that panicun, ( 
ſtudious and ſedulous care) invialably obſerved, as an & 
_ fignal Badgeof the immunitie and beroick frecdome of. the'Ec 
tion, 'who:were then.d called: (libero gens)-and li 
in ip gone an happy Splendor, (rothe corious admiration of 


- 


Nel je Woot \rifonn: {-notonly all the time" of 
b.” oi DIAL ReBe# hp rs Bove Twetity years)but 
© © one hundred, ouricore and forteen years after hisdeath , and until the 
| . Statute of fn 
3 _- Year of Kine £ drard the Firft; invented. a Capias, and a new Proceſs 
b. - of Outhwry., (which from chat time) Was full ſo” many years, the 
7 = Gaabaies of the two and fifticth of Hewy the Third;Chap.23.Calthough thy 
» Hl that-eyer .made- any Enghth CMans perſon ſabje&to ſuch Arreſt Þ 
"oF, being © only againſt Baylifs of particular Lords) Lay, no great 
SIE 'but that breach atid inroad -being" once made into; an! upon 
"he Common. aw, (by the Statute of Weſtminſter the Second Jgave cn- 
” to the unhappy production of another Statute, made in 
1 y fifth year of the Reign of King Edward the Thitd, Chap. 
it. was Enaded;, that ſich Proceſs ſhould 'be made in 
irf & af Obateels', and by proceſs of Exigent, as was then 
jet Actotpt 5 which were two ſuch keen Laws; that 


F Dh er IT? on Trade, the perſons of the'then free people of England, 
> to the cruelt of Irvpriſonment for Debt and Damages ; but the fame 
A TY wiſe Kin Edwird.the Third,” of whom the Lord Chief-Juftice Coke, 
þ 11 {ebond pate 06 his Inftiutes; fr 29 )gives this' Charater , 
at 'Kib | Henry \ "the Second ; :Edward the Firſt , and Edward the 
E* Thi tee” (all'6f them?) Princes "of [great Fortitude , Wiſdetne , 
"SN and Juſtice , thatgoverned" by their Laws , but that' (in theReign of 
- King Edward the Third)" the Laws , incipally flouriſh ,*who 
* , fic he) was a Noble; Wiſe , and Prince. '/, This prudent 
4 Princes (T ay -Tooking deliberately into the Wounds thoſe Statutes 
had" given; ro the hoyor and happineſs of the Kingdom'; and *t6*thar 
nt 4" oft venerable"partoF 'the Common Law, '(which preſer- 
; Subjects perſons from Impriſonment) and the very'many Kings 
2s T7 nos Ages, Fwithout arty thelcaſt gy Arg that glo- 
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| thar'it' had 'put: upon the 
"reſolving ; to- = — + Shakles 3 from off 'the Sub- 
{ torcinveſt-thet rote rey "ad reeds of their 


{ > 4$.;: 


ternalhagor "of arctis) with- © 


er. thefecond;Chapter the T1.Cmadein: the Thirteenth | 


4 PS = vaded ,"but "cut in ſunder, the choyceſt Liberty df the 


bad Ned i continued! Nanrreh and{ag it 


of perſons, which thoſe moſt ſevere Laws: Weſt mind 


' - places of great WT Bi W 
fion!, upon therminds'of: that yerfub pa. 
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aforeſaid) by the: opti: 'of ; many, and' oy the. 
of Law , and the true intendment hereof,) R F-."& 
that /the Great'Charter ſhould be holden, "an kept in all | vints3, bh 
(if: any Statute: be made. to: the contrary ) that-ie ſhould! b hokiow tos. F 
none; which faid laſt mentioned Statute, . was (acording to-co! "3 
conſtruQion) intended- fully to reſtore the drightneſs and Jaſter , of the 

ancient Common Law,-and to ſupport and maintain . the ſtrength-and - 
vigor of that Standard, of Law and Juſtice(the Great Charter) which J 
not :only aſſerts His Majeſtics juſt.Rights and Prerogative Royal ,-butge> - 
fends 'and. preſerves the. Freedom! and juſt Liberties; of... the peoples; + 
which (as. the fame Author in his Preface to: his cond Inflicire) ellsusg_ ©. 


> — 


- hath been confirmed , by two and thirty Acts-of Parliament ;.and'1 os ? 


only fo , but: (by the. Statute of the twenty. -fiith of 'Edz nou he Firf 
the Cameis to be taken, as the Common Laws. But the ſeting up,g.an 
creation of the great-. numbers of Offices- and Of Sy, od the ke 


the Statute! of thetwenty fifth of Edward he-Thix f Yh ha 
vantageouſly prefetred , almoſt in every City,, Townz; [47 I 
the: Kingdome , had 'fo: fix'd, faſtned;; and: rivited ſus 
perſons (many of them of very great ro YT 


dome, (who had thereby plenlye wake qo. 

ſtanding'ithe ſaid Statute , of the two and foro Edw. 

intentionally compoſed -as: aforeſaid , for the 1 narur i ; of. the 

plevb: England, : (: from-the thraldome of a Priſon, as others 
to: preſerve their Liberty) they. went on to Imprilgn: the: Bodies/" 

Subje&, which-hath ever ſince been practiſed, A og nly..( 

thoſe two Laws, Weſtminfter the Second, and the twenty, fi 

_ the: Third) bat that of =_ Burucl., and the S al ee 

ribus, touching [Arreſts upon Statutes ,.St ant, .and-. 

othier Laws: + fron oa -which >; She, and ? os N al ;Comnr 

Law, (as is very- plain.) doth contirute the invathlatign-of Hmpriſoun 

againſt, and-upon!,; all the free born. Subjects of. 

Lords; and «they: thenaſelves Lin Hog As.t 
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© bard His bulky Elate-is k _ his Tnds Tn 
P. tas - condition, with | any other: Subject: -So that ic is indiſÞu- 
bs ak , how-great an: Intrenchment ithe Impriſonment of Mens 
>nerfo upon the honor of the antient: Common Law, -of which, 
- as the Lord Chief. Juſtice. Coke Aich, =the: Great Charter , is -but des 
 claratory , ' and as a late Writer, (from 'good authority tells us, did-not 
ant any thing de:Nove , but that thereby our antient Laws and Li- 


exties , were only repeated and confirmed, and- indeed all thoſe our 
Fi Ra maintai+ed., not only with indefatigable prudential care and 
| but wich-the- vaſt expence” of Blood and Treaſure , - wit- 
neſF che more then twenty years inteſtine Bloody-Civil-War, in the 
Reign © f King Fob ,--and in the end , the-confirmation of theſe: 'Laws, 
d*Liberties (by theſame King) in the face of the Nobility.and other 
&-preat Men of the Kingdome , and of an infinite multitnde of o- 
ey the ' free pcople of Exglend ;- as faith Brittaine , fol. 219. So that 
re wapts nothing to make It fully demonſirable, that by our Ance+ 
7 bag zanimity; and reſolved courage; (in maintaining the antient 
- © 7” they creme, I were nut only eſtabliſh intheirjuſt 
- Rigt It were preferved from ſuch Impriſonment for:Debt or Da- 
+ thing theteunto relating)two hundred and fourteenyears 
Ta! queſt, - which _—_ Rm z am mmchrynt 
L ajeſties Good, L, 'and Fajthful 0 utter 
2 their God, Log and Relations; /whil thoſe( who have 
x 4H og with-nothing but their profxt ;-and their 
nghout-, with: the Wealth'of 'the Kingdome, (which they 
byt late unhappy differences wo troubles ) ſmile to ſec 
who: have facrificed- their - Bloods, - felves,-and theirs, 
T3 His: ' Majeſtics falehful Services)A up (by hay of 
in diſconſolate| 'ahd; loachſome-Priſons 4 and- thereby made 
ithings';/ to . the -World-- and | themſelves... Whercas', 
r eyes back, inta the-Reigns of the Saxon Kings , we that! 
| "thoſe Maxtial,, Wife, and Wary Princes.) King ba, King 
p after them; all the Saxon- ings, Cores to the.anci- 
iQ - oo "P fangs very I tof 'Mens 
| "Iu ds þ 
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12G; wal here ful atuined, po th Verdi of _ (Me & 
And-(additional tq all this) many -ages uelt ( nc 

ent. Common'Law,) the Writ de 04-& Atia,, ——_ ive tw Math | 
that was Impriſoned, although for an hainous Crime, (for the death; | 
of. a Man) yet the Law (in that golden age) in favor, and out "of 4 
an high. .cftcem.. it :bad of the Liberty of 'a© Man ;-and thathis' Body 3 
ſhould not be detained in Priſon, until the Juſtices in Eyre ſhould 'tome'Y - * 
he might fae- out this.'Writ , directed to' the Sheriff; and althooght 
1 the; offence . ('for : which he was committed.) was not baylable'by Law -S 
yet the ancient Common:Law , did fo highly hate and' abominate*;” 
the long Impriſonments of Men , that it- gave' him: this Writ for his - 
relief, which appears by: Bretign, in his third Book. fol." 127. ani o. 4 
Flea, in-bis firft: Book, Chap. 14. And with whoin' alſo Glatoell, -© 
agrecth , in: his forteenth Book, Chap.' 3. Ard the Myrror of Tuſter(s, 
Book of 4 great Antiquity and Eftimation ir the Law, as well as BY. I 
Books befors cited.) Chap. 5. Set. x. complains of the 1m N +1 
of , Mens Pexſons., as an abuſe ,- - although it had been forbreaking. 
b of a. Goal. Now, for that it is clear as the light ,, how highly valad- © 
#- ble, and dearly. precious, the Liberties of Mens perſoris were (by the > 
Cammon ro the Land) it is (i in-moſt humble-#nd at is Me Ref n- G Fed 


; 
back with Honor , to the Ng thi 
cient fours and ways IDE of —_ ane 4s ford 
hundred of .years:i0 was }- by Originat 'Writ , diftreſ? ini ne, s! —_ 
tinucd ( with. great happy peace art tranquillity} by "ofeat - 
of time as aforeſaid. And-certainly _ eafort ifis, 'that | t ke 
| flicutd. be ſo, alb Debrs. and Damages | | F 
WEDnnne ned 
Q ( Uh £ epore , 7 chat the | 
y _— Low lnch/ 206) had ies foundation! lai hi, =o | ; 


Hom, es Joſie: ws Gore Fu ner ” IN NS. = 3 
Maar jabs, no RN +3 - 4 EN £ 41 "1 7 By. oy | 38; 3 IS HT 4 


« *z of TA 
# -— 


Ede i OE SFO en RO IE TY 
. [1 LET 7 | F$ Went wRe4 
Tn EE TE rok +55) BA 
- C v a "of be _ 
- . L & ga 


” Jong and; unha pily. be 

» ts "I the very 1 

” orifonment of Men wider ery gr indeed, hon very r= b oath; 
2nd- ſufficiently known great Prudence, truly. wiſe- ApprehedGons., 

# and Princely compaſſion of | His late Majeſty, (of ever7precious and glo- 

> ious. memory (now, in Heaven) 'towardshis iS ubjedts J-were ſuch that = 

E- Its .eminently known , (that had» not the-unhappy eruption , of the- F | 

 Kte Civil War, prevented it) the bent -of-his' full. reſolutions were, 

' "to have intimated his recommends to. the-'Parliament; for thediſcharge. 

| | 2] all Priſoners for Debt or Damages, and. the abſolute:taking away.of 

dl: Arreſts and -. Outlawries ; -upen ſame: reaſonable compenſation, 

to. be: .made for the»ernoluments that thereby cameto his:Crown, which 

"was. then hoped would have gone ander-no; great-difficulty:, to-have 

7 = done.., and is now (with as great: facility-and caſe, (as is concei- - 

7 © 6s ). by: the Wildome of the Pazliament) - to xeceive a full andperfet 

” Fconſurmation3 and as his faid late : Royal: Majeſty was. pleaſed:to ſay , 

” *Gb:the-Court of the Higheſt Injuſtice, the Chriſtian World everknew)' 

+ tha SY thought he; underſtood the Laws, of. England , as well as: atiy j 

- = Gentleman of his -Kingdome 424 whoſe profeſſion -it was-mot_) ſoin:(by '” 

> this intentionalA@ of bis(had it ſucceeded)he had madeit fully and clear- Y 

F:Y evideat, to all his people, that (by -reſtoring:the antient .:known: 

 >Lawof-the;Land herein). to.its priſtine and original-juſt ſtrength-, 4 


© an ertue): hewould thereby, \as-well haye compelled theirignorance 
-./ to underſtand , with:how:great and profound: knowledge, '(inthe-very 
- antient Laws of the Kingdome, as the more modern)he was largely and 
| ——_x; farniſht,. as by his un-cnthrawling,, - new-and-freſh 'enfran- 
> his Subje&shexein, and by calling-thgm; (and his and: their an- 
"3; aws Jout of the:dark:Caves and. Dens Priſons: (where-for-fo 
oo at. rof . time}: they, had lain Sepulchred-.together... . And.tru- * 
= WS liciſme, that-may be juſtly thought on,; thatthe Law which 
© F Is; FI kind: and 'merciful to my. Hoxſe;,-as to take proviſional care: for a 
£4 $ plevin to inlarge him, ., and yet thatT myſelf, ſhould be reteined in 
Ek 'q + NGe-,; 1 -under a; | Penihing condition, -nay. and: without as/.much as -. | 
a = ho! "E rs (by Law): ft; for -my.-releaſement-;''and: for years; _ F 
[rs l aps. t tothe laſt ftandof mylife, there to-melt.and burn E 7 
P-; Gi » by-.a kind. of. cvery days death: And Ican(inno fort) 
bs.” ba | it Chat wil: and Prydent Men ,: will ſeriouſly 5. and. deli- 
42 Staly wh dand conſid x 0+ whaed, = agrnrons woreo 
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froth their Triprifonttients; arid yer notw Randi fockicheis dah; = 
that thelr Creditors may have thetr juſt and anticnt Remedice' fel) 
as by the anticnt Common: Law, they might bavehad;; for recon g 
of theft Debes, outtof-factr Priſoners coal aniiperſonh Eltards þ 
wry #rd trieans-> the fame anticrit Law: preferics., andas 4 
before is for forth and declerets: which dad: moiteft'P 1 
(0s fag of fixefy,. as 4xe now Priſoners 3 tad being mot top 
4} a finding Adricontinue , and diſcharge Priſonte | 
, will fins # gentle arid ſmooth paſſage, to way | 
if" oh thutf' he alſo thought an Adr of Grace, tor 5 
if cant6t be/ apprehended, les than 2-perteRly- CERT on! - - 
(Clehthous offer Fin Hei of their being difeh "I 
ritents/t6 be ready an& willifigr copart wicth-all 
'' for the frrisfaftion' of alttheir ho > and n6t''© 
(it themſelves, but my Witneſs or: Witneffes ; t9bodxarttie 
Ofh ; for. Me) rrtiediſeovaty chicory; wiv] that-(forfurl 
—_— re H_—_ otheras foreſt; EE 
eetrak Þ #hE ju I Fleave ary qr 
—_— i& jirdge. For theperfetingof which; a oo yas: I 
it- AQ of Parfiament's draws and homblydetir = any + wil 
6 Sr theeche-fime may pads jos: wo fac En 
Reef and” Referſement;;/ as (0 che Willow ch I 
_ frſffttmmiore! 2ppofite/ ard eonveniebe..' And &: 
Peiſoners, (that could not pay any Ons at 6 pe cowards the Gris aQio: ys; 
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” of their Creditors es (dl b Vertve if the ten pound a8) eB 
* ander the juſt and 1 bar Fu. of the Parliament , as to be 
- freed from. their. Irnpriſonments }- certainly ſach-Priſoners as can pay 
S = ze part of their. Debts, and are ready and_willing, to part with all 
© their Eſtates ,; both Real and Perſonal; that ſo a proportionable' Diyi-, 

Þ Javt may be made thereof, to and amongſt all their-Creditors )do hope: 
| - they may; (with much more reaſon.) have- leave to think| themſclves , 
I / well obliged to believe, as to- deſire) that they may (by His Maje-. 
> 24 and. both His Houſes of Parliament }) be freed from their Impri- 
2 - Conments., before the remainder of | their Eftates be totally ſwallowed 
- up, by the Fees, and other the inevitable great charges. of a; Priſon , 
Z 4 bro thereby be put into the ſame lnw- and ' deplorable condition , 
Y er with thoſe who took the benefit of that At 3 by: means. of 


- which, their Creditors will inevitably looſe their Debts, -and ſuch 
Y © Pellducr, and his , be reduced to extremity of want, and the  King- 
*  dome-unfurviſht and deprived of very many perſons ,- whoſe endow- 
Y po etc ſublim'd , and heightned with ſo-great natural and acquired 
3 ,- as may ſpeak them as advantageouſly uſeful to their King and 


E intrey , as any other of their fellow Subjects, (very few excepted) 
: | ny of whoſe liberal and ingenious ufeful Excellencies, deſerve much 
: | xather to be cheriſht and'encouraged, then depreſt; And. ſhall our, 
» great and” gracious Monarch , and his greateſt Council, think it too 
mach , that (after all the before mentioned Judgments, which have 
= been fo iterated, -and repeated upon ſach Priſoners, and which have 
ks, and ſunk their (ſometime flouriſhing Eſtates) that they ſhould 
ory ) be diſcharged from their Impriſonments , . but that 
r.evertemain ſo buried, 'without a reſurreion , from the. 
T omar and Grave, they.are in, and under , whilſt "their de» 
| _-97 parts', are even ſtarved and ſtifled in a Priſon, and yet (in the 
- condition they now ſtand ) are left fit only to have the remainder of 
> what is theirs , pluckt and rent from them, and not in the leaſt capa» 
- city»to help themſelves nor their Creditors * ) and all this, ; not: only. to 
= Gitisfic' the appetites: of 'their obſtinately - reſolved - Creditors , : whoſe. 
| - Money ſuch Priſoners (out of pure necellity) are compelled to Ger 
— bit.to ſuffer under, be wyre-drawn, ſqueezed, and run down, - by the 
-- Tabtilties and variety of Frauds , even of ſuch who have been intimate» 
-. ly; and beneficially acquainted - with. theix often repeated kindneſ-. 
= es; 3 the light ad ſhine of their proſperitics 3 and truly , ſince. thous: 
_ fan of knowri great,and' grievous :Offenders,(by His Majefty,and His 
- * Happy Parliaments af as Ai and SEE Meal,on the Wnen 


# * 23 aeg ''; ST] 
Rs ST Go > 4 
PORES, - 4 off po dS. ME” ot; 2 A 
PT : II 


xy up '# 77 TY aut ont Ax; K 3 FOF7-5A) Fa i_ - x 
Sew eh APIS Jes VO : A Eos Se Rae AL. Soy fl 4 LEG 
_ T% 7 ve Fe; PS 288 cf I Pu a7 3% = Ss PO CREED 
9 E CR % C 4 x PEE x os 1a $: 

7 *. [ow 4 4 C 


C20 nk . Cn Ty % Eg : 
A «4 
| 


g "ner -£. LS 
ow 4 ) IRS ng 
OS 48 $. ry © 7 46 = 2M 
; Tar FD I 
- ' 
j9 


_ of His and their gracious 1, whoſe Carcaſes otherwiſ 
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by the known rule of Juſtice) have fed the Fire and Birds of prey } © 
it goes under , not only more than probable hopes, but a becoming 
confidence , That all His Majeſties good SubjeQs , that are' now it © 
durance, in any Priſon of Exgland and Wales, for Debt or Damages: © 
-or any thing thereunto relating, or at leaſt all ſuch as will, fo as afore> 
faid, part with all their Eſtates , both real and perſonal, for the Arifc - ? 
faction of their Creditors , and ſuch as are: fo in Priſon, andhave - : 
not Eſtates of the value of ten pounds) may be participants of His 
Majeſties, and His Parliaments gracious and ferene compaſſion”, ac- :: 
cording to the ſaid Bill ſo drawn as aforeſaid , for that purpoſe, or by © 
ſuch other A& , Way, or Means, as may beſt ſute and agree with © 
their great Wiſdomes , which is, by very great numbers of Priſoners : 
for Debt (now faſtned W&Fto the ſeveral Priſons of Exgland, in dimi= 
nution , leſſening , and*even degrading of the Antient, Famous, and 
Renowned Laws thereof) with all Humility, Duty , and Obedience ,- -* 
not only Recommended , and Preſented , but (at their feet) moſt hums 
bly ſubmitted, proſtrated, and laid down, | _ 
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